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Bem vindo! 

 

In its fifth edition, the Oxbridge Conference on Brazilian Studies is a multi-disciplinary event 

bringing together scholars from natural sciences, social sciences, humanities and arts to discuss the 

impact of their research to Brazil. This year the conference in taking place in Wadham College of the 

University of Oxford. 

Initially an initiative to enforce the tight between Brazilian scholars from Oxford and Cambridge, 

the conference has grown beyond its initial boundaries and we are now happy to receive people 

from all over the United Kingdom, Europe and Brazil. 

The conference is organised annually entirely on the efforts of the Cambridge University Brazilian 

Society (CUBS) and the Oxford University Brazilian Society (OUBS), and has received the financial 

help of British Petroleum, to whom we are very grateful. Over the past years, it has shown to be not 

only a space of learning but also of academic exchange and networking. We hope you have a 

fruitful time and enjoy your stay in Oxford.  

 

The Committee of the Oxbridge Conference on Brazilian Studies. 

 

2016 CONFERENCE ORGANISING COMMITTEE: 

Cambridge University Brazilian Society 

Aline Khoury 

Bruno Loureiro Vermandel 

Luis A. Vasconcelos 

Luiza Peruffo 

Matheus Nunes 

  Rayner Queiroz 

 

Oxford University Brazilian Society 

Caio Figueiredo 

Guilherme Silva 

Marcelo Gennari 

 

 



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

08:30 - 09:00 Registration and coffee

09:00 - 09:15 Welcome and Introduction: Representative of Oxbridge Conference Committee, 
University of Oxford

9:15 - 9:45 Keynote Speaker: Minister-Counsellor Sidney Leon Romeiro – Notes on the academic 
relations between the UK and Brazil

09:45 - 10:45 Keynote Speaker: Dr Timothy J. Power – What Does the Crisis of 2016 Tell Us About 
Brazilian Democracy?

10:45 - 11:45

Panel I – Economy:
Marcus Ianoni – State and Social Developmentalist Coalition in Brazil (2003-2014)

Barbara Lozito – CCTs schemes in Brazil may have reduced poverty but have not promoted 
human development

Tatiane Almeida de Menezes – The effects of institutional improvement and devolution of 
fiscal power on GDP per capita growth of cities

Panel II – Arts & Humanities:
Maria G. Gatti – Brazil in Transnational Literary Collections: Networks of Authors and the 
Debate Around 1964

Imogen Folland – Cineclubes and cinema negro: Exhibition Spaces, Cultural Networks and 
Public Engagement in Rio de Janeiro

Fabiana Mariutti and Ana Silverio – How well do you know Brazil’s dances? An Analysis 
into the Cultural Dimension of a Country Brand

11:45 - 12:00 Coffee break

12:00- 13:00

Panel III – Sustainable Development:
Constance Mickiewicz – EU-Brazilian negotiations towards biofuels

Anaide Luzia Ferraço – Energy transition in Brazil: barriers and possibilities within the 
institutional scope

Silvana Ribeiro Nobre – Restoration of private degraded areas in the state of São Paulo, 
Brazil

Panel IV – Law & Politics:
Fernanda Odilla V. de Figueiredo – Inside the Car Wash: from the narrative of a corruption 
scandal in Brazil to an 'Illicit Quid Pro Quo' Model 

Alessandra Aldé – Brazilians online: User profiles and political communication in a 
connected environment

Fernanda Farina – Trusting the courts: a social-legal inquiry on judicial empowerment

13:00 - 14:30 Lunch
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

14:30 - 15:30

Panel V – Sociology: 
Max Horder – City of Silence: Problematising State Resistance in the Brazilian Metropolis

Nurit Applbaum – Private Security, Urban Space and the Politics of Class Belonging in São 
Paulo, Brazil

Luiz Valério de Paula Trindade – It is not that funny. Critical analysis of racial ideologies 
embedded in racialized humour discourses on Facebook in Brazil

Panel VI – Health and Ecology: 
Luis Henrique da Costa Pedroso – Building public organizations resilient to crisis: the 
Brazilian response to Zika

Emily Ane Araujo Santana– Characterization of users registered in the Specialized Care 
Service (SAE) of the Municipal Reference Centre STD / HIV / AIDS in Feira de Santana, 
Bahia

Marcela M. Mendes – Vitamin D supplementation in Brazilian women living in opposite 
latitudes (the D-sol study)

15:30 - 15:45 Coffee break

15:45 - 16:45

Panel VII – Anthropology:
Roxana Pessoa Cavalcanti – Policing marginalised youth and violence: a study of two 
communities in Recife, Brazil

Kim Beecheno – Religious Conversion as a Strategy for Dealing with Domestic Violence

Camila Pierobon – Claims in a context of violence: meeting between squatters, drug 
traffickers, anthropologist and lawyers    

Panel VIII – City & Rights:
Rafael H. M. Pereira – Mega-events, transport legacy and the redistribution of access to 
opportunities

Camila Maria dos Santos Moraes – Favelas to play, favelas in play

Erick de Melo – Domination strategies in struggles over mega-events’ development 
projects: the London and the Rio de Janeiro cases

16:45 - 17:45 Keynote Speaker: Dr Vivien Kogut Lessa de Sá – Tale of Two Adventures: an English 
pirate in Brazil, a Brazilian researcher in England

17:45 - 18:00 Final Remarks: Representative of Oxbridge Conference Committee, University of 
Cambridge

18:00 - 19:00 Wine Reception (TBC)
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Dr Timothy J. Power
timothy.power@lac.ox.ac.uk

Course Director, Director of the Brazilian Studies Programme
Associate Professor in Brazilian Studies

Timothy J. Power is a comparative political scientist with a deep commitment to interdiscipli-
nary area studies. As an undergraduate at the University of Massachusetts in the early 1980s, he 
studied both Latin American literature and political science. He then completed an MA in 
interdisciplinary Latin American Studies at the University of Florida in 1986. He completed his 
PhD in political science at the University of Notre Dame in 1993, working mainly with the 
Kellogg Institute for International Studies, a centre that bears many similarities to SIAS. He then 
taught at Louisiana State University and Florida International University before arriving in 
Oxford in 2005. From 2008 to 2012, he directed the Latin American Centre, and continues to 
direct the Brazilian Studies Programme within the LAC.
His research concerns democratization and political institutions (parties, legislatures, and 
elections) in modern Latin America, especially Brazil. With regard to Brazilian politics, he has 
written on the democratic transition in the 1980s, on the role of the political right in the 1990s, on 
the politics of constitutional design, and on recent ideological convergence in the Cardoso and 
Lula years. More recently, he has been working on the consequences of “coalitional presidential-
ism” in Brazil, and within SIAS, he is collaborating on a cross-regional ESRC-funded project on 
this topic with Paul Chaisty (REES) and Nic Cheeseman (Africa).

Dr Vivien Kogut Lessa de Sá
vk319@cam.ac.uk

Department of Spanish & Portuguese
Faculty of Modern & Medieval Languages

Vivien Kogut Lessa de Sá is interested in comparative studies in Brazilian, Portuguese and 
English literatures and in early modern travel writing. She did her PhD research on one of the 
earliest descriptions of Brazil written by an Englishman (1625).  This is due to be published by 
CUP in 2015 as The Admirable Adventures and Strange Fortunes of Anthony Knivet: an English 
Pirate in Brazil. She has published articles on Shakespeare and on early modern travel and three 
collections of poetry, Água Rara, (7Letras,1996), Durante a Noite (7Letras, 2003) and Durante la 
Noche y otros Poemas (Siesta, 2006).
Vivien is currently translating and co-editing ten accounts of English travellers to colonial 
Brazil, to be published in 2015 in Brazil (Zahar Editores). She has previously taught at the 
University of Essex, at the State University of Rio (UERJ) and at the Pontifical Catholic Univer-
sity of Rio (PUC-Rio). Among her recent interests is the research on a rare Brazilian manuscript 
stolen in Brazil in 1592 and currently kept at the Bodleian Library. 

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS

Minister-Counsellor Sidney Leon Romeiro
Embassy of Brazil in London
Administration, Commercial & Economic Affairs
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REGISTRATION AND COFFEE (08:30 - 09:00)

* * *

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION (09:00 - 09:15)
Representative of Oxbridge Conference Committee, University of Oxford

* * *

KEYNOTE SPEAKER (09:15 - 9:45)
Minister-Counsellor Sidney Leon Romeiro – Notes on the academic relations between the

UK and Brazil

* * *

KEYNOTE SPEAKER (09:45 - 10:45)
Dr Timothy J. Power – What Does the Crisis of 2016 Tell Us About Brazilian Democracy?

* * *

PANEL I – ECONOMY (10:45 - 11:45)
State and Social Developmentalist Coalition in Brazil (2003-2014)

Marcus Ianoni
Universidade Federal Fluminense

Latin American Centre - University of Oxford 

 This paper investigates whether there was a social developmentalist coalition in both 
Lula  government  (2003-2010)  and  the  first  of  Dilma  (2011-2014),  supporting  the  changes  made  in  the 
economic and social policies. If there was, as the author thinks, how is it possible show it? If the mentioned 
coalition did not exist, as some researches also consider, which criterion can deny it (Bastos, 2015)? If the 
coalition occurred for a while, but then fell apart, how prove these two situations? Answering these questions 
require  the  establishment  of  a  methodology  to  identify  the  coalition  and  assess  its  programmatic, 
organizational and institutional features, as well its results in terms of social developmentalist policies. The 
central theoretical argument is that the implementation of changes in capitalism that modify economic and 
social policy in an expressivelyway requires political support, and given the complex nature of the social 
structure and the interests involved, this support comes from the coalition of distinct social and political forces 
(Gourevitch, 1986). The approach of this work unlinks the coalition concept of an analytical key exclusively 
institutionalist. Takes up here an approach of coalition covering the spheres sociopolitical and institutional, 
since that actors are not only voters, politicians, political parties and public bureaucrats. Societal actors and 
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public opinion also influence the Three Supreme Powers, be it in the elections or in the daily politics. In order 
to verify the social-developmentalist coalition, the author examines relations between relevant political and 
societal actors with the state agencies in the policy decision process and the results reached. The analysis 
identifies the actors (their power resources, interests, actions), the institutions involved, the decisions taken 
and the existing juncture.

__________________________________________________________________________________

The effects of institutional improvement and devolution of fiscal power on GDP per capita growth 
of cities.

Barbara Lozito
Mphil Development Studies. University of Cambridge

 Over  the  last  ten  years,  conditional  cash  transfers  have  become  an  important 
component  of  social  protection  in  Latin  America  (Handa  and  Davis,  2006).  The  region  currently  offers 
assistance through eighteen CCTs to approximately 113 million people, or 19 per cent of the total population 
and 59 per cent of those who live under the poverty line (Cecchini and Madariaga, 2011). Because Brazil 
represents the most significant population in Latin America in which CCTs are implemented, it will be the 
focal point of this study. CCTs are designed for a double purpose: reducing the incidence of poverty in the 
short-run and tackling long-term poverty by improving human capital through the encouragement of school 
attendance and health care participation (Hall, 2008). This paper argues that CCTs are only able to alleviate 
poverty temporarily but do not promote human development, essential for the eradication of inter-generational 
poverty. CCTs present in fact some great limitations. Firstly, they aim to improve participation levels but not 
quality standards: making health check-ups compulsory without improving service delivery and encouraging 
families to send children to school without reducing gaps between public and private education is likely to 
bring only partial results. Secondly, both the targeting and the scope of CCTs are narrow: targeting exclusively 
children without considering the key role that adults play in child development and hoping to lift  young 
people from misery without developing programmes aimed at  labour insertion are important  obstacles to 
human development and long term achievements. These limitations will be analysed in sequence and it will be 
argued that the increasingly widespread process of privatisation is reducing the prospects for the success of 
CCTs even further. The role of the State in social provision is becoming in fact increasingly limited at the 
expense  of  that  section  of  the  population  that  cannot  afford  private  services,  reducing  the  chances  that 
programme  beneficiaries  will  progress  on  the  social  ladder.  While  showing  the  inefficiencies  of  CCT 
programmes, this paper recognizes their great achievements in alleviating short-term poverty and improving 
access to immediate needs like food and vaccinations. Thus, it is argued that CCTs represent a good starting 
point to address poverty but that their full potential can be realized only if they were conceived as part of 
wider social reforms. Until this happens, CCTs will only have a positive impact on short-term poverty but will 
not  be  able  to  promote  human  development  and  tackle  the  inter-generational  transmission  of  this 
phenomenon.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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The effects of institutional improvement and devolution of fiscal power on GDP per capita growth 
of cities.

Tatiane Almeida de Menezes
Visiting Staff at London School of Economics

Professor at Universidade Federal de Pernambuco

 Over  the  past  40  years,  devolution  of  fiscal  power  from  central  to 
subnationalgovernments  have  become  a  commonplace  in  the  discourse  of  policymakers,  academia  and 
politicians. No consensus has been reached with respect to its advantages or disadvantages and, recently, the 
insertion of the concept of quality of institutions in this literature has brought even more disagreement. This 
paper aims at understanding the effects of the interaction between quality of institutions and devolution of 
fiscal  power  on  GDP per  capita  growth  of  Brazilian  cities  from 2000  to  2012.  We  will  use  a  diff-diff 
econometric model in order to calculate the effect of this interaction on the GDP per capita growth of cities, 
searching  for  causality  in  this  relation.  We  rely  on  the  hypothesis  that  cities  that  were  audited  by  the 
Comptroller General of Brazil were subject to an external institutional shock, thus these cities would present 
better institutional quality in the years following the audit when compared to non-audited cities. This better 
institutional  quality  aligned  with  a  higher  fiscal  autonomy of  the  city  government  would  lead  to  higher 
economic growth in the analyzed period. The results show that the interaction term we look at is significant 
and positive, suggesting that there is causal relationship between better quality of institutions in a fiscally 
devolved system and GDP per capita growth. This finding contributes to the debate of devolution, especially 
in  the  case  of  developing  countries  where  there  is  either  low  quality  of  institutions  of  sub-national 
governments or diversity with respect to quality of institutions in a certain.

________________________________________________________________________________________

PANEL II – ARTS & HUMANITIES (10:15 - 11:45)

Brazil in Transnational Literary Collections: Networks of Authors and the Debate Around 1964
Maria G. Gatti

Harvard University

 Shortly after the Second World War UNESCO started its Collection of Representative 
Works, where books were chosen for translation worldwide. The criteria were that the books should be of 
"national representativeness" and also, contradictorily, of "universal character" — the postwar context called 
for mutual understanding among nations. In the South American side of the project, important debates on 
Brazilian politics took place. Documentation from UNESCO and its partners reveal, in correspondence, work 
that was essentially transnational: between the UNs' organ and the Pan American Union. I draw from archival 
material  to  trace a  network among the writers  and intellectuals  involved in  building the Latin  American 
collections. The correspondence between the organizers of the project shows an intricate context between 
UNESCO and the PAU, of which not every author agreed to being a part, seeing US imperialism behind the 
institution and given Cold War consequences in South America. The Brazilian novelist Erico Verissimo was 
the director of the Department of Cultural Affairs of the Pan-American Union in the 1950s, and he worked on 
the UNESCO/PAU project with enthusiasm. A couple of decades later, he would write about the period in 
PAU with resentment. Unpublished letters from Verissimo to Ralph Dimmick, his North-American successor 
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at the PAU, reveal a nuanced transition the Brazilian intellectual went through along those years, changing his 
view  of  Washington-based  Pan-Americanism.  Finally,  this  transnational  literary  network  shows  how 
Verissimo reacted to the days leading up to the 1964 military coup (not entirely aware of it) and after the 
dictatorship's consolidation, and how his change of mind was informed by an ambiguous setting of Cold War 
Pan-Americanism.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Cineclubes and cinema negro: Exhibition Spaces, Cultural Networks and Public Engagement in 
Rio de Janeiro

Imogen Folland
MPhil in Latin American Studies

Trinity Hall, University of Cambridge

 Cineclubes have been locations for  discussion of  political  and aesthetic  questions 
since their  inception in the first  half  of the twentieth-century,  yet while the creation of exhibition spaces 
outside of commercial cinemas has a long history in Brazil, there has been a particular resurgence since the 
early 2000s. Cineclubismo in Rio de Janeiro is characterised by diversity of content and audience, with both 
local cineclubes serving specific communities on the periphery,  and thematic editions targeting a broader 
public. Social movements have seized on the cineclube as a way of informing audiences about vital issues, 
with questions of race addressed through exhibitions centered on cinema negro. This paper will discuss the 
cineclube  as  a  means  of  film exhibition  outside  of  commercial  cinema  whereby  black  protagonists  and 
histories, directed by black filmmakers, can reach audiences where access to culture is prohibited by either 
geographical location or simply a lack of diverse options. While there is no firm consensus on what cinema 
negro is  (or,  indeed,  if  it  should be called thus rather  than cinema da diâspora africana or  cinema afro-
brasileiro), the majority of those who work with the term stipulate that it is cinema made by and for black 
Brazilians and other members of the African diaspora. This presentation will highlight two elements which 
inform cineclube activities in Rio: cultural networks and public engagement. Cultural networks, primarily in 
the  virtual  realm,  are  a  crucial  framework  through  which  information  about  cinema  negro,  filmmaking 
resources and black activism are disseminated. Meanwhile,  public engagement is a key concern not only 
because of the importance of addressing the prejudice and discrimination still rampant in Brazilian society, but 
also because cinema can be used as a way of supporting teachers in their  implementation of Lei 10.639 
(2003), which makes teaching the history of Africa and African/Afro-Brazilian cultures obligatory at all stages 
of public and private schooling.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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How well do you know Brazil’s dances? An Analysis into the Cultural Dimension of a Country 
Brand

Fabiana Mariutti, 
PhD Candidate

Leeds Business School, Leeds Beckett University  

Ana Silverio,
PhD Candidate

School of Performance and Cultural Industries, University of Leeds

 Academically, there is a lack of international research about Brazil’s brand image, 
from a country branding perspective.  Moreover,  literature  confirms the need for  studies  because Brazil’s 
image  is  viewed with  both  positive  and  negative  associations  (Bignami,  2002;  Kotler  and  Keller,  2006; 
Anholt,  2007).  A country  brand  image  is  a  complex  multidimensional  construct  surrounded  by  various 
stakeholders  (internal  and external).  Moreover,  the  country brand associations  are  regular  brand partakes 
belongings and responsibilities linked in people’s memory (Aaker, 1999). Furthermore, culture is one of the 
dimensions of country brand reinforced by Dinnie (2009) and Roth and Diamantopoulos (2009). Likewise, 
O’Neil (2007) states that the preference for Brazilian popular culture has highly increased. Rohter (2012, p.
283) says that Brazil denotes “remarkable artistic output”. In view of this context, the main purpose of this 
working paper is to investigate Brazil’s image abroad with regard to Brazilian dance genres. Few parts of the 
world are defined by dance in the same way and to the same extent as Latin America (Hutchison, 2009). 
Brazil, in particular, has an enormous amount of rhythms and traditions that are known worldwide, not only 
due to its size but also to the way ethnical groups merged to form its people (Ribeiro, 2005). Moreover, the 
exploitation of traditions by the touristic and cultural industries contributes to people ́s recognition of national 
symbols and identity (Buckland, 2001).  In this study of Brazil’s brand image with regard of the cultural 
dimension, the internal and external comprehension of aspects of the popular culture are investigated using 
dance genres as unit of analysis. As contributions,the outcomes could indicate the importance of culture when 
studying a country image. Perhaps, future research could be undertaken as the plethora of associations of a 
country could expand research when investigating cultural aspects of country brands worldwide.

________________________________________________________________________________________

* * *

COFFEE BREAK (11:45 - 12:00)

* * *
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PANEL III – SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (12:00- 13:00)
EU- Brazilian negotiations towards biofuels

Constance Mickiewicz
Msc Globalisation and Latin American Development 

 Institute of the Americas, University College London.

 Brazil is one of the world’s major producer of biofuels with bioethanol and biodiesel (24 and 
12% of the world global production). One of its largest market is the EU. Although the EU is a leading 
producer of biodiesel from vegetable crops such as sunflower seeds and a modest producer of bioethanol (9% 
of world global production with China and Canada), new European energetic agenda stipulates an increasing 
need for imports of biofuels.  The EU is now the third largest  consumer of bioethanol and biodiesel  and 
represents an attractive market for Brazil. The EU energetic agenda through the Renewable Energy Directive 
established,  in  2009,  a  mandatory  use  of  10%  of  biofuels  in  transportation  fuels  by  2020  as  well  as 
sustainability rules implying the development of certification schemes on foreign biofuels, to access the EU 
market.  Those  certification  schemes  are  created  by  private  actors  (producers)  as  well  as  public  ones 
(governments,  NGO’s) at  Roundtables on sustainable fuels.  The Bonsucro certification for the bioethanol 
production,  launched  in  2008  by  a  multi-stakeholder  association,  designed  a  program  to  promote  the 
environmental and social sustainability on the sugarcane industry. It has been certified by the EU-RED and 
adopted by the Brazilian sugarcane industry. Similar tothe sugarcane industry, the soybean industry is trying 
to  develop  certification  schemes  such  as  the  ADM Responsible  Soybean  to  meet  the  EU environmental 
requirements. However, the EU still  imposes import duties on Brazilian biofuels for access to its market. 
These protectionist measures block the EU-Mercosur free-trade negotiations. Is this situation likely to impact 
the future of Brazilian biofuel exports? Will it favour the diversification of its export markets towards new 
ones  such  as  the  Chinese  market?  Through interviews and data,  I  will  argue  that  the  Brazilian  biofuels 
industry needs to gain power to better negotiate with the EU.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

ENERGY TRANSITION IN BRAZIL: barriers and possibilities within the institutional scope

Anaide Luzia Ferraço
Research master, Programme of Latin American Studies

Faculty of Humanities, University of Leiden 

 Climate change evidences are increasing and energy transition from fossil fuels to a 
more intense use of renewable energy sources is extremely needed. Brazil has great potential for generating 
renewable  energy,  yet  its  institutional  apparatus  is  struggling  to  put  into  practice  this  transition.  Path 
dependence and lock-in phenomena are detected in the institutional and technological environment in Brazil 
which leads to a carbon lock-in. The carbon lock-in in the current model of production and consumption in 
Brazil inhibits energy transition to a post-carbon model. In order to carry out an energy transition and as result 
a  sustainable  development  within  the  natural  limits  of  the  planet,  Ecological  Modernization  and  Co- 
evolutionary  theories  discuss  possible  solutions  to  economic  growth  without  causing  environmental 
degradation. Based on literature review, testimonials from researchers in the field of energy conducted in the 
period of July 2014 and January 2016, this master thesis seeks to identify barriers and the possibilities to a 
energy  transition,  within  the  Brazilian  institutional  environment.  The  results  reveal  that  the  Brazilian 
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institutions involved in the energy sector show a current lock-in and therefore not flexible to accommodate 
short-term change initiatives.  Ecological  Modernization theory,  worldwide but  also in Brazil  portrays the 
current development model, in which much has been discussed, agreed and enforced with the aim of greening 
the economy, but in practice, little has been done to reduce the irreparable damage that the current model of 
production and consumption have caused to the environment.  On the other hand, Co-evolutionary theory 
which analyzes the transition to a low carbon economy based on the co-evolution of technologies, institutions, 
business strategies and user practices appears to be a solution for the issue, as interviewees’ statements call for 
reciprocity, which is a feature very much relate to the concept of co-evolution.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Restoration of private degraded areas in the State of São Paulo  Brazil

Silvana Ribeiro Nobre
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid

 The Legal Reserve, as provided for in the federal law No. 12,651 / 2012, is the "area 
located within rural estate proprieties with the aim of ensuring the sustainable economic usage of the natural 
resources of the rural property, aid the conservation and rehabilitation of ecological processes and promote the 
conservation of the biodiversity, as well as the sheltering and protection of wildlife and native flora."However, 
the many of the proprieties do not have enough native vegetation and should establish a legal reserve to 
comply with the legislation. The state has 20 million ha of rural estate proprieties. It is estimated that 400.000 
ha of legal reserves must be recovered. According to thenew Brazilian Forest Code, this should be concluded 
in 20 years.The state of  São Paulo,  more precisely the State Secretariat  of  Environment is  planning and 
encouraging the restoration. The aim of this work is present the set of policies that are being prepared. Among 
them a web portal of technical recommendations, tech support preparation,funding and a set of industrial 
clusters.

________________________________________________________________________________________

PANEL IV – LAW & POLITICS (12:00- 13:00)

Inside the Car Wash: From the Narrative of a Corruption Scandal in Brazil to an ‘Illicit Financial 
Quid Pro Quo’ Model

Fernanda Odilla V. de Figueiredo
PhD Candidate

Brazil Institute, King’s College London

 In March 2014 a corruption scandal emerged in Brazil with unprecedented political 
and judicial repercussions. Dubbed the ‘Car Wash’ (Lava Jato in Portuguese), the investigation has uncovered 
large-scale bribery, kickbacks,  and money laundering involving the state-run oil  company Petrobras.  This 
paper looks in depth at the mechanics involved in the corruption flows, presenting a theoretical model to 
discuss  the  links  between  campaign  finance,  state  capture,  political  exploitation,  and  overcharged  public 
contracts channelled back to campaigns, politicians, parties and senior bureaucrats. The ‘Illicit Financial Quid 
Pro Quo’ Model illustrates three possible scenarios involving three strategic agents: a Company (C) that seeks 
for  contracts  and other  governmental  benefits  and is  keen to pay to improve the chances to get  them; a 
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Politician (P) who needs money to advertise his or her in an electoral campaign and increase the chance to get 
elected/re-elected; and a Bureaucrat (B) who gives contracts and depends on politicians to keep his or her 
high-level position. Although dozens of high profile politicians and businessmen have now been jailed for 
engaging in this scheme, one of the major repercussions of this investigation is the Brazilian Supreme Court 
decision to ban corporate donations to electoral campaigns. Employing what the Car Wash has told us about 
how corporate  corruption  works  in  Brazil,  this  paper  also  considers  how the  sudden official  absence  of 
corporate electoral donations is likely to play out. Using analytical narrative based on secondary data analysis, 
such as campaign finance records, government payments orders, and police and prosecutors’ reports, the paper 
questions whether this decision has an impact on corruption. It remains unclear whether, and if so how, the 
banning of corporate donations will work as an effective deterrent of campaign finance fraud.
________________________________________________________________________________________

 Brazilians online: User profiles and political communication in a connected environment

Alessandra Aldé
Professor at PPGC/FCS/UERJ

Visiting fellow at the Latin American Centre

Univeristy of Oxford

 My  present  research  aims  to  probe  and  broaden  a  categorization  of  ordinary 
peopleregarding their use of the Internet to inform themselves and build opinions on political matters. People 
tend to find the web experience very comfortable to “be themselves” and reinforce previous attitudes, either 
following majority trends or comparing and criticizing sources. There’s no homogeneous effect of life online 
on the average user,  as it  is  conditioned by different expectations and preferences,  social  and individual, 
political  and  psychological.  This  paper  applies  an  original  categorization  of  connected  citizens  with  no 
particular interest in political issues or party engagement. We are not talking about political activists, but 
about a vast majority of people who participate minimally, mainly in election times. Our present hypothesis is 
that these tendencies, described so far in regard to Brazilian citizens, may be fairly universal, applying to 
citizens  in  other  democratic  contexts.  Different  profiles  of  internet  users  mean  different  effects  on  the 
appropriation of  available  information for  political  information and activity.  The proposed categorization 
describes five typical profiles among Internet users: Avids, Habituals, Trenders, Frustrated and Uninformed. 
The dynamic of public opinon in the connected communication landscape, including social media, may be 
partially explained by the different roles played by these categories of users.  In Brazilian recent political 
history, these dynamics have been present in the context of 2014 Presidential election, the mass mobilizations 
since 2013 and the waves of opinion surrounding President Dilma’s possible impeachment.

__________________________________________________________________________________
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Trusting the courts: a socio-legal inquiry on judicial empowerment

Fernanda Farina
PhD Candidate

Law Faculty, University of Oxford

  During  the  last  few  decades,  expansion  of  constitutionalism  discourse  and  
constitutionalisation of rights have enabled judges around to world to interpreter public and private norms in 
light of broad/vague constitutional principles (eg. human dignity, right to life, equality), all in the name of the 
sacred “rule of law”. Much has been written about how that discourse has allowed the expansion of judicial 
power and how it has enabled judicial activism in the broadest areas of public policy. However, what the legal 
community has left out of debate is the socio-legal phenomena behind this systemic change in the role of 
courts.  In fact,  judges can only exercise their power if  citizens actively become litigants.  So what drives 
citizens to face litigation and all its inherent costs (personal, social and economical) and leave the decision of 
their  problems  in  the  hands  of  a  judge?  And  when  it  comes  to  second-generation  rights,  supposedly 
guaranteed by the state, why do people choose to judicialise such rights?  In this research I propose that 
judicial empowerment is more than a consequence of normative phenomena, such as constitutionalism. There 
is a social aspect that cannot be forgotten. The hypothesis I then suggest is that trust can be that reason. Hence, 
are citizens allocating into courts their expectations for the fulfilment of their rights? In trusting the courts are 
we empowering the judges?

________________________________________________________________________________________

* * *

LUNCH (13:00 - 14:30)

* * *
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PANEL V – SOCIOLOGY (14:30 - 15:30)
City of Silence: Problematising State Resistance in the Brazilian Metropolis

Max Horder
MPhil  in Latin American Studies

University of Cambridge

 Violent insecurity is perhaps the principal problem facing poor residents of Brazilian 
cities. However, our theoretical metrics for thinking about violence in the neoliberal city may be hamstrung by 
assumptions about the agency of this violence. My presentation is based on my Cambridge MPhil thesis, an 
ethnographic analysis of a recurrent cycle of violence in São Paulo. Last year, I spent time following a group 
of rap organisers who attempted to produce politically conscious rap music in the public square within the 
satellite city of São Bernardo. However, each consecutive public performance was met by severe and routine 
physical repression by the Military Police. Such acts of sporadic violence were interpreted by the organisers - 
and by many ofthe public - as an illegitimate outburst of a violent and racist state apparatus. My work sought 
to counter such a generalisation, suggesting instead that there is a nuance in public security discourse when 
many of those repressed actors are themselves engaged in considerable acts of public violence. The rap battles 
successively became sites of carnivalesque violence by the spectators themselves, many of whom engaged in 
such  prosaic  and  banal  aggression  as  smashing  bus  shelters  and  jumping  on  parked  cars.  Many  of  the 
organisers were both complicit and actively engaged in coaxing the Military Police at specific points by which 
the utility of the political  message would be optimal.  In this way, the ‘margins’ of the city acted with a 
creative agency over the terms of their own governance and complicity with the state was consciously utilised. 
My working ideas are to critique the assumption that there exists an easily discernible ‘subaltern’ actor as the 
receiver of violence. Overcoming simplistic dichotomies of resistance/provocation and subaltern/hegemony, 
my ongoing project is to develop ways in which the actors within the city can be disentangled and their 
subjectivities fractured. I am looking for continuing feedback on ways in which adaptations to insecurity in 
Brazil can augment our understanding of how marginal people both encounter and shape their own social 
positions relative to quotidian violence and racialised state coercion.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Private Security, Urban Space and the Politics of Class Belonging in São Paulo, Brazil

Nurit Applbaum
MPhil in Development Studies

University of Oxford

 In this paper, I explore how private security shapes urban space along class lines. I 
argue that middle class residents in the Sao Paulo neighbourhood of Pinheiros consume private security in 
ways that assert and contest existent social structures. Architecturally and socially securitized segregation, in 
the form of high-rise condos, represents a competitively driven response to anxiety and fear over the loss of 
community trust between the classes. In evidence is a small middle class trend to try to recapture public space 
and the "freedom of the city" by resisting the escalation of private security services. This politically liberal 
stance vis-à-vis private security threatens,  in the minds of some, the safety of those who opt for private 
security by disrupting the exclusivity of private space. What is at stake in this intra-class disagreement in 
Pinheiros  is  the  organization  of  society  itself.  In  this  context,  narratives  that  reflect  fear  of  robbery 
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(particularly as it is dramatized as fear of violent assault) becomes the language through which ambivalence 
about changing social organization within the Pinheiros middle class is being expressed.

________________________________________________________________________________________

It is not that funny. Critical analysis of racial ideologies embedded in racialized humour 
discourses on Facebook in Brazil

 Luiz Valério de Paula Trindade
PhD Candidate

School of Social Sciences, University of Southampton

 Brazilian  society  has  changed  and  improved  significantly  within  the  past  four 
decades, and convergent with this scenario presently many Black individuals play a larger array of relevant 
social roles than their previous generations. Nevertheless, they are still subject to persistent negative stigmas, 
stereotypes and are portrayed in limited and undervalued social roles by the dominant elite. Given the fact that 
discourse is also a mechanism to manifest power relations between social groups, it can be observed that 
disparagement humour plays an important role in the production and reinforcement of negative perceptions 
about them.Jokes are considered a socially acceptable form of communication, and capable of conveying in a 
metaphorical way what would not usually be openly said on a regular face-to-face interaction due to social 
convention constraints. Indeed, they act as a convenient vehicle to conceal racist discourses. Therefore, this 
research aims at investigating old racist ideas and beliefs concealed in derogatory jokes freely displayed on 
social media. For this purpose, the research makes use of Critical Discourse Analysis to evaluate comments 
made by Facebook users in communities displaying such content and supplemented by a series of in-depth 
interviews with different social actors (policy makers, leaders of NGOs and individuals who have been subject 
of virtual racism). This research will contribute to filling a gap in the literature regarding the analysis of racist 
discourses under the perspective of humorous discourses and also to comprehend better the dynamic behind 
the discrepancy between the current social roles of those individuals and those who are persistently attributed 
to them.

________________________________________________________________________________________

PANEL VI – HEALTH & ECOLOGY (14:30 - 15:30)
Building public organizations resilient to crisis: the Brazilian response to Zika

Luis Henrique da Costa Pedroso
MSc International Defence and Security

Defence Academy of the United Kingdom, Cranfield University

 This presentation will critically asses how national governments can effectively build 
organisations resilient and prepared to crises using a study case the response to Brazil in dealing with the Zika 
crisis.  Governments  worldwide face  challenges  to  their  efforts  of  building crises--resilient  organisations. 
Some  of  them  can  be  mitigated  with  the  implementation  of  strong  structural  and  procedural  inter--
jurisdictional and inter-- organizational frameworks. They could facilitate coordination in different levels and 
states of a crisis. In addition, technical knowledge and stakeholders’ professionalism may directly influence in 
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the preparation, response and recovery stages of a crisis. Initially the presentation will frame the assessment 
by providing understanding of key issues in crises management. Secondly, it will assess some of the elements 
identified as pertinent for governments building up resilient organisations. Finally, it will explore the Zika 
virus crisis in Brazil and how the government and its organisations are responding to it. The Government of 
Brazil (GoB) estimates 500,000 to 1,500,000 cases of Zika from February 2015 to February 2016. (WHO, 
2016)  In  February  2016  the  World  Health  Organization  declared  the  Zika  outbreak  as  a  Public  Health 
Emergency  of  International  Concern  (PHEIC).  Zika  crisis  posses  national,  regional  and  international 
dimensions pressing and demanding greater coordinated responses. Aimed at responding to the crisis, GoB 
recently established ad hoc interagency coordination centres. These ‘situation rooms’ have been spearheading 
the response actions.  Some of the conclusions from the assessment point out to a failure of GoB in: (1) 
identifying key features  for  building crisis--resilient  organisations;  (2)  institutionalising sustainable  crisis 
management structures and processes; (3) enabling mechanisms for creating situation awareness; (4) ensuring 
capable technical knowledge throughout organizations involved in responding to crises. As recommendation, 
it is argued that the ad hoc structures established to deal with Zika could be transformed into permanent ones.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Characterization of users registered in the Specialized Care Service (SAE) of the Municipal 
Reference Centre STD / HIV / AIDS in Feira de Santana, Bahia

Emily Ane Araujo Santana
University of Feira de Santana

Science Without Borders at the Bangor University

 According to Pinto et al (2007) and Silva et al (2013), the HIV/AIDS epidemic in 
Brazil can be characterized by a heterosexualization, feminization and juvenilization process. Therefore, this 
study has aimed to describe the users’ epidemiological profile of the Specialized Care Service (SAE) of the 
Municipal Reference Centre STD / HIV / AIDS in Feira de Santana, Bahia for ten years (2003 – 2013). This 
research is descriptive and quantitative; the data was collected from the Book of Registry of Service at SAE. It 
was found, for the aforementioned period, 1,811 users with HIV / AIDS registered in the service. There were 
64 (3.5%) of children from 1 to 14 years old; 1,550 (85.6%) of adults between 15 – 49 years old; 193 (10.7%) 
of elderly in the age group of 50 – 77 years old and 4 (0.2%) of ignored cases. Taking in consideration the 
gender, there were 1,160 (64,0%) men, 646 (35,7%) women e 5 (0,3%) ignored cases. Corcening those men, 
526 (29%) were men aged 30 to 44 years. Regarding women, the age group with the highest incidence was 
25-39 years old, with 394 (21.7%) cases diagnosed. The most prevalent mode of transmission was sexual with 
1,720  patients  (95.0%).  Regarding  the  sexual  orientation,  heterosexual  was  the  highest:  1,377  (76,0%). 
Followed by homosexual with 241 (13.3%). The feminization process has been observed in the city, which the 
reason over  these  ten  years  has  remained at  an  average  of  1.4  cases  among men for  each woman.  The 
heterosexualization and the juvenilization were also observed.  It  is  noticed that  the epidemiological  HIV 
aspect at a national level is also occurring in the city of Feira de Santana.Thus, it is necessary to implement 
actions of prevention, mainly related to health education and awareness about the ways in which this disease 
is transmitted throughout the population.

________________________________________________________________________________________
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VITAMIN D SUPPLEMENTATION IN BRAZILIAN WOMEN LIVING IN OPPOSITE 
LATITUDES (THE D-SOL STUDY)

Marcela M. Mendes
PhD Candidate

School of Biosciences and Medicine, University of Surrey

 There is worldwide consensus that vitamin D (VitD) deficiency is a public health 
issue, with concomitant detrimental health effects. Given the important contribution of sunlight exposure to 
the  production  and  maintenance  of  adequate  serum VitD levels,  its  deficiency  would  be  expected  to  be 
restricted to high latitude countries. However, studies conducted in sunny countries show that VitD deficiency 
is a common phenomenon worldwide. In Brazil, dietary sources are limited, and the few foods known to 
contribute are not commonly consumed. Melanin acts as a filter in the skin absorbing UVB rays, affecting the 
cutaneous production of pre-VitD in darker skins. Polymorphisms in the VitD receptor can potentially affect 
VitD expression and its metabolism. This study hypothesise that VitD supplementation will be required to 
achieve optimal serum concentration in Brazilians living in Brazil and in the United Kingdom (UK) and this 
response is influenced by initial levels, sunlight exposure, skin pigmentation, diet and genetic factors. Two 12 
week  controlled,  randomized,  double-blind  clinical  trials  will  be  undertaken  (one  in  each  country).  A 
questionnaire for relevant inclusion and exclusion criteria will be used to recruit, in each country, 80 female 
Brazilian participants, aged 20 to 59 years. The women will be randomised into two groups: Placebo and 
Supplemented (600IU VitD). The first clinical trial will run in the UK from October 2016 to March 2017 and 
the second in Brazil from April to September 2017. After the analysis of the effect of VitD supplementation 
compared  to  placebo  within  and  between  countries,  we  propose  to  analyse  genome-wide  transcriptomic 
expression. This is the first study to examine two population groups of the same ethnicity and sex, living in 
different countries, with identical design studies. The data will provide both countries with key data to inform 
their dietary recommendations for VitD in Brazilian women.

________________________________________________________________________________________

* * *

COFFEE BREAK (15:30 - 15:45)

* * *
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PANEL VII – ANTHROPOLOGY (15:45 - 16:45)
Policing marginalised youth and violence: a study of two communities in Recife, Brazil

Roxana Pessoa Cavalcanti
MPhil/PhD Brazilian Studies

 King's Brazil Institute, King's College London

 Police violence and diverse forms of routine violence have been enduring problems in 
Latin America, predominantly in marginalised communities (Arias 2006, Chevigny 1995, Denyer-Willis 2015, 
Huggins  1997,  2000,  Penglase  2009).  Although  high  levels  of  violence  have  been  the  subject  of  much 
academic,  media,  public  and  political  debate,  few  studies  have  examined  the  relations  between  urban 
marginalised youth and the public security system in the northeast of Brazil, or how the daily life experiences 
of  the  urban  poor  in  the  northeast  are  affected  by  new modes  of  violence,  private  and  public  security 
provision. This paper intends to address this gap in the literature to examine shifting modes of power in the 
field of security and hidden perspectives from marginalised and spatially segregated communities. Drawing on 
ethnographic data, the objective of this paper is threefold: (1) to analyse the effects of a programme of state-
building aimed at  reducing levels of lethal  violence,  in two low-income communities in the northeast  of 
Brazil;  (2)  to  interrogate  the  hegemonic  discourses  of  State-actors  and  mainstream criminologists  about 
security  and  new  public  safety  programmes;  (3)  to  examine  how  mainstream  narratives  about  security 
compare  with  the  experiences  of  marginalised  young  people  –  the  understudied  main  victims  of  lethal 
violence and the targets of State interventions. This will allow an understanding of the adequacy and effects of 
these interventions.  The purpose of the paper is  to contribute to a debate about social  justice and public 
security in the Global South.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Religious Conversion as a Strategy for Dealing with Domestic Violence: Universal Church 
Kingdom of God’s Growing Links with Domestic Violence Services in Brazil and the Implications 
for Brazilian ‘Secularism’, Gendered Relations and Survivors of Domestic Violence

 Kim Beecheno
PhD Candidate

Brazil Institute, King’s College London

  Activism in the area of violence against women in Brazil has typically been the realm 
of feminist activists, who have also denounced the steady growth of evangelical Christianity as influencing a 
turn towards social and political conservatism. Feminists claim that this is eroding hard-won women’s rights 
in Brazil.  In this paper,  using ethnographic data recently conducted in Brazil  (2015), I  examine UCKG’s 
project (known as Project Rahab) for women who suffer domestic violence and the implications of its growing 
proximity to state services for women and state secularism. UCKG is an international, Pentecostal church and 
Project Rahab now exists on all continents. UCKG’s ability to mobilise thousands of women across Brazil 
suggests that a church-led women’s movement with a focus on domestic violence could be an important 
vehicle for raising awareness around the issue, hitherto not addressed in the public sphere by churches in 
Brazil. It also offers women of faith strategies for dealing with violence that complement their religious belief 
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systems. However, the growing proximity of UCKG’s ‘spiritual’ services for battered women with secular 
services provided by the state also serve to legitimize UCKG’s very specific gendered messages within the 
public  sphere,  as  well  as  attracting  more  potential  converts  and  helping  the  church  grow.  This  raises 
controversial questions as to the role of religious services in Brazil, which are slowly becoming the main 
providers of health and social services through state partnerships, the state’s responsibility to offer secular 
services and the implications of this for women and gendered relations.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Claims in a context of violence: meeting between squatters, drug traffickers, anthropologist and 
lawyers    

Camila Pierobon
PhD Candidate at Rio de Janeiro State University

Visiting PhD Student at Cambridge University

 In 2012 dwellers of the grassroots squat Nelson Mandela won in court the right to 
usufruct  the  property  for  a  period  of  99  years.  This  achievement  ended  a  struggle  of  the  occupation’s 
residents, inserted in a context of removals and evictions that has been part of the urban redevelopment policy 
of the central Rio de Janeiro. However, the political struggles and everyday strategies that guaranteed the 
occupation of the building in the city centre did not end with land tenure regularization. Nine months after the 
legalization, Comando Vermelho members (dominant drug trafficking group in central Rio de Janeiro) have 
set up a drug selling point inside the building. Since 2004 a group of Nelson Mandela dwellers has been trying 
to build the occupation as a kind of collective housing that had a policy of self-management and the “struggle 
for housing rights” in the city centre of Rio de Janeiro. With the drug traffic invasion, the dwellers were 
repositioned inward the “zone of indeterminacy” and inserted into new schemes of legal and illegal. Given 
this  situation,  different  groups  of  dwellers  mobilized  their  networks  (political,  family,  religious, 
neighbourhood, etc.) in an attempt to solve the problem of drug trafficking and retake the building’s control or 
to articulate ways to get another house. For this presentation, I will show the strategies used by residents to 
denounce the drug trafficking invasion, inside an oppressive and violent context, in which the local police 
could not be accessed because of their established relations with drug traffickers. 

________________________________________________________________________________________

PANEL VIII – CITY & RIGHTS (15:45 - 16:45)
Mega-events, transport legacy and the redistribution of access to opportunities

Rafael H. M. Pereira
PhD Candidate

School of Geography and the Environment, University of Oxford

 The  use  mega-event  strategies  to  fast-track  urban  development  in  host  cities  is 
commonly backed by pro-growth discourses, which rely on the assumption that all local residents equally 
benefit from the trickle-down effect of economic growth and infrastructure investments. What has received 
much less  attention  in  the  literature,  however,  is  the  discussion  of  transport  legacy,  and  particularly  the 
distributive aspects of who benefits from the new transport infrastructure developments once they have been 
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put in place. This paper discusses the social impact of transport legacies in terms of how such developments 
affect different income groups in host cities in terms of their transport accessibility to jobs, hospitals and 
schools.  As a  case study,  we analyze Rio de Janeiro (Brazil),  looking particularly at  the transformations 
carried out in the city’s transport system in preparation for the 2014 World Cup and 2016 Olympic Games. We 
make a before-and-after comparison of Rio’s transport system, calculating accessibility changes that have 
resulted from the new investments between 2013 and 2015 and compare how accessibility gains vary across 
different income groups and areas of the city. Preliminary results show that the transport investments in Rio 
have exacerbated rather than reduced access disparities to hospitals and job opportunities. Results regarding 
access to schools are not so clear.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Favelas to play, favelas in play

 Camila Maria dos Santos Moraes
Visiting PhD Student at the Centre for Mobilities Research, Lancaster University 

PhD Candidate at the Contemporary Brazilian History Research, Getúlio Vargas Foundation 

Lecturer in the Tourism and Heritage Department of Federal University of the State of Rio de Janeiro

 In the 1980s, a controversial tourism practice develops in some slums of the Global 
South framed by Capitalism as the “experience of poverty” and it is called as slum tourism (Freire-Medeiros, 
2013). In the past 20 years, the number of slum destinations has increased specially in the global south, so has 
the number of tourists taking part in slum tourism. Researchers estimates an annual number of over 1 million 
slum tourists  (Frenzel  et.al.  2015).  The  first  two destinations  chosen  by  tourists  and  researchers  are  the 
townships in South Africa (1980s) and the favelas of Rio de Janeiro (1990s). In this paper I will focus in the 
Rio de Janeiro case, where a key role in this expansion of favela tourism is played by public policy. If until 
2009, the main tourist favela was Rocinha, after 2010, it starts to share tourists ‘attention with other favelas. It 
is important to note that the expansion of favela tourism in Rio de Janeiro appears after 2009, when Rio de 
Janeiro became the “host city” of the 2014 FIFA World Cup and the 2016 Olympic Games. In this sense, the 
main question of my research is how much are the favelas of Rio de Janeiro are being made and remade in 
order to attract tourists?  To answer this question I conducted multi-sited fieldwork in favelas of Rio between 
2009 in 2015 in order to map and follow the increase of favela tourism in Rio, the main debates in favelas 
about tourism and the networks that were activated to put new favelas in the tourism movements. By doing 
this  I  could watch the appearance of  “new cool  places” of  favela tourism connected with environmental 
concerns in favelas, what seems to be a central thread in this expansion of favela tourism in Rio de Janeiro.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Domination strategies in struggles over mega-events’ development projects: the London and the Rio de 
Janeiro cases

Erick de Melo

PhD Candidate

School of Built Environment, Oxford Brookes University

 This paper aims to address issues of urban politics that are emerging in the Global 
South as neoliberal policies boosted by the attraction of sports mega-events encounter the highly unequal and 
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informal  environments  of  developing nations.  By looking at  how local  governments  have  tried  to  avoid 
dissent during the implementation of large scale development projects associated with sports mega-events, 
this work intends to analyse the particular ways in which political strategies and tactics of domination are 
taking shape under such conditions, contrasting them to those that have emerged in Global North host cities. 
Using a theoretical framework based on Gramscian concepts, the main research questions orienting this paper 
are: 1) how the combination between coercive and hegemonic strategies is manifested in different cases of 
conflicts  over  development  projects  associated  with  sports  mega-events?  And  2)  what  are  the  possible 
correlations between the strategic options in such conflicts and the levels of urban informality found in the 
Global South and North?   Empirical evidence is based on two cases: the construction of the Olympic Parks 
for Rio 2016 and London 2012. The methodology consists of semi-structured interviews with community 
leaders, support groups and local government officials coupled with the analysis of policy documents, media 
files, and academic literature. As a preliminary result, the author points out that keeping informal settlements 
as “grey spaces” is key for the prevalence of coercive strategies in the Rio de Janeiro case. The ambiguity of 
the planning status given to informal settlements creates room for their criminalization and the use of a wide 
range of state coercion tools, which goes from law enforcement to intimidation, cooptation and the use of 
force itself. Conversely, ideological/hegemonic tools were prioritized in the London case.

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

* * *
 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER (16:45 - 17:45)
Dr Vivien Kogut Lessa de Sá – Tale of Two Adventures: an English pirate in Brazil, a Brazilian researcher in 
England

* * *

FINAL REMARKS (17:45 - 18:00)
Representative of Oxbridge Conference Committee, University of Cambridge

* * *

WINE RECEPTION (18:00 - 19:00)
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